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GAME NOTES 
Patriots vs. San Francisco 49ers – December 16, 2012 

 

 
WELKER BECOMES FIRST NFL PLAYER WITH FIVE SEASONS WITH 100 RECEPTIONS 
Wes Welker had five receptions for 56 yards tonight, giving him 100 receptions this season and making 
him the first player in NFL history to have five 100-catch season.  
 
MOST 100-RECEPTION SEASONS IN NFL HISTORY 
Player  100-reception seasons 
Wes Welker 5 
Marvin Harrison 4 
Jerry Rice  4 
Brandon Marshall 4 
 
PATRIOTS COMEBACK BID FALLS SHORT 
New England nearly equaled the greatest comeback in NFL history tonight, as only one time in league 
history has a team rallied to win a regular season game in which they trailed by 28 points. The Patriots 
faced a 31-3 deficit following a 27-yard scoring reception by San Francisco’s Michael Crabtree with 10:21 
remaining in the third quarter. The Patriots proceeded to score touchdowns on four straight possessions 
to tie the game at 31, but San Francisco regained the momentum and held on for a 41-34 win. The only 
time in NFL history that a team has won a game in which they trailed by 28 points was on December 7, 
1980, when the 49ers trailed the New Orleans Saints 35-7 at halftime and came back for a 38-35 win. In 
the playoffs, the largest-ever comeback was on January 3, 1993, when the Buffalo Bills trailed Houston 
by 32 points (35-3) and rallied for a 38-35 win. 
 
PATRIOTS SCORE MOST AGAINST NINERS SINCE 2010 
The Patriots scored 34 points against the 49ers tonight, marking the highest point total by any team 
against San Francisco since December 16, 2010, when San Diego also put up 34 points on the Niners. 
San Francisco entered tonight’s game allowing an NFL-low 14.2 points per game, while the Patriots 
entered the contest scoring an NFL-best 36.3 points per game. 
 
BRADY REACHES 4,000 YARDS FOR FIFTH TIME IN HIS CAREER 
Tom Brady reached 4,000 yards for the fifth time in his career. He joins Dan Marino (6), Brett Favre (6), 
Drew Brees (7) and Peyton Manning (12) as the only players to have at least five seasons with 4,000 
passing yards. Brady had 4,110 yards in 2005, 4,806 in 2007, 4,398 in 2009 and 5,235 in 2011. Through 
14 games this season, Brady has 4,276 passing yards. 
 
All-time 4,000-yard passing seasons 

12 Peyton Manning  
7  Drew Brees 
6  Dan Marino  
6  Brett Favre 
5  Tom Brady 
4  Warren Moon 
4  Philip Rivers 
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BRADY’S 443 YARDS ARE 2D HIGHEST TOTAL OF HIS CAREER; 2D MOST IN TEAM HISTORY 
Tom Brady threw for 443 yards tonight, marking the second highest single-game yardage total of his 
career. The only game in which Brady threw for more yards was on Sept. 12, 2011, when he had 517 
yards in a win at Miami. Tonight’s game marked the fourth time in Brady’s career that he has eclipsed the 
400-yard mark. 
 
MOST PASSING YARDS IN A GAME IN PATRIOTS HISTORY 
 Player Date Opp Att Cmp Yds TD Int 
1 Tom Brady 9/12/2011 Mia 48 32 517 4 1 
2 Tom Brady 12/16/2012 SF 65 36 443 1 2 
3 Drew Bledsoe 11/13/1994 Min 70 45 426 3 0 
4t Drew Bledsoe 11/23/1998 Mia 54 28 423 2 2 
4t Tom Brady 9/18/2011 SD 40 31 423 3 0 
 
BRADY’S 65 ATTEMPTS ARE A CAREER HIGH; SECOND MOST IN TEAM HISTORY 
Tom Brady’s 65 passing attempts are a career high, topping his 58 pass attempts at Seattle on Oct. 14, 
2012. Brady’s 65 attempts are the most in franchise history in a non-overtime game and are the most in 
team history in any game, trailing only Drew Bledsoe’s 70 attempts in an overtime win against Minnesota 
on Nov. 13, 1994.Brady’s 65 pass attempts are the seventh most in NFL history and the most since Brian 
Griese had 67 for Tampa Bay at Chicago on Sept. 21, 2008 in overtime. It is the most in a non-overtime 
NFL game since Dec. 24, 2000 when the Jets Vinny Testaverde attempted 69 passes at Baltimore.  
 
MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS IN A GAME IN PATRIOTS HISTORY 
 Player Date Opp Att Cmp Yds TD Int 
1 Drew Bledsoe 11/13/1994* Min 70 45 426 3 0 
2 Tom Brady 12/16/2012 SF 65 36 443 1 2 
3 Drew Bledsoe 12/16/1995 Pit 60 39 336 3 1 
4 Steve Grogan 11/12/1989 NO 59 27 283 1 1 
5 Tom Brady 10/14/2012 Sea 58 36 395 2 2 
*-Overtime  
 
LLOYD SETS CAREER HIGH WITH 190 YARDS 
Brandon Lloyd set a career high with 190 receiving yards, the highest single-game total of his career. 
Lloyd’s previous career high was 169 yards, which he achieved twice in 2010. Lloyd’s 10 catches tonight 
were the second highest single-game total of his career, trailing only his 11 receptions at Tennessee on 
Oct. 3, 2010.  
 
MOST RECEIVING YARDS IN A GAME IN PATRIOTS HISTORY 
 Player Date Opp Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 
1 Wes Welker 9/25/2011 Buf 16 217 13.6 33 2 
2 Terry Glenn 10/3/1999 Cle 13 214 16.5 54t 1 
3 Terry Glenn 12/6/1998 Pit 9 193 21.4 86t 1 
4 Wes Welker 11/22/2009 NYJ 15 192 12.8 43 0 
5 Brandon Lloyd 12/17/12 SF 10 190 19.0 53 0 
6 Randy Moss 9/9/2007 NYJ 9 183 20.3 51t 1 
 
HERNANDEZ SETS A CAREER HIGH WITH 10 RECEPTIONS 
TE Aaron Hernandez set a career high with 10 receptions. His previous best was 9 receptions at Denver 
on Dec. 18, 2011. Hernandez has had 8 receptions or more in three straight games. 
 
PATRIOTS HAVE TWO PLAYERS WITH 10 RECEPTIONS’ 
Brandon Lloyd had 10 receptions for 190 yards and Aaron Hernandez had 10 receptions for 92 yards. It is 
the first time the Patriots had two players finish with 10 receptions in the same game since Randy Moss 
and Wes Welker each had 12 receptions vs. Buffalo on Sept. 14, 2009.  
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MCCOURTY HAS THIRD PICK IN THE END ZONE 
Devin McCourty picked off Colin Kapernick in the end zone in the third quarter. It was his third pick in the 
end zone this season. McCourty picked off Matt Schaub vs. Houston on Dec. 10 in the first quarter. 
McCourty picked off Ryan Fitzpatrick in the end zone in the fourth quarter vs. Buffalo on Nov. 11. It is the 
fourth time in 2012 that the Patriots have intercepted a pass in the end zone. Rookie Tavon Wilson had 
an interception in the end zone at Tennessee on Sept. 9 in second quarter.  
 
PATRIOTS OFFENSE PUTTING UP HISTORIC SEASON 
The Patriots have scored 506 points through 14 games this season and are on pace to score 578 points 
this season. The NFL record for most points in a season is 589, achieved by the 2007 Patriots. 
 
MOST POINTS SCORED/PATRIOTS   MOST POINT SCORED/NFL 
589 in 2007  589 Patriots in 2007 
518 in 2010  560 Green Bay in 2011 
513 in 2011  556 Minnesota in 1998  
506 in 2012 
 
PATRIOTS ALL ALONE IN 500 POINT CLUB 
The Patriots are the first franchise in NFL history to score 500 or more points in four seasons (2007, 
2010, 2011 and 2012). St. Louis is the only other team to have done it three times (1999, 2000, 2001). 
The Patriots join the 1999-01 Rams as the only teams to have scored 500 or more points in three straight 
years. Bill Belichick is the first head coach in NFL history to lead a team to three straight 500-point 
seasons. 
 
PATRIOTS CLINCH FINISHING THE YEAR WITH AT LEAST 30 POINTS PER GAME 
The Patriots will finish the 2012 season with at least 30 points per game, joining the 1999-01 Rams, the 
1949-51 Rams, and the 1941-43 Bears as the only teams to average at least 30 PPG in three straight 
years. Bill Belichick is the first head coach in NFL history to lead a team to three straight 
years of at least 30 PPG. Even if the Patriots do not score in their final two games, they will finish the 
year averaging more than 30 points per game. 
 
BRADY REACHES 30 TOUCHDOWNS….AGAIN 
Tom Brady reached 30 touchdowns on the season with a 5-yard touchdown pass to TE Aaron Hernandez 
in the fourth quarter. It is his third straight 30-touchdown season after finishing with 39 in 2011 and 36 
in 2010. It is his fourth season overall with 30 touchdowns (50 in 2007, 36 in 2010 and 39 in 2011). He is 
the fourth quarterback in NFL history to have 30 or more touchdown passes in at least four seasons and 
the third quarterback in NFL history with three or more straight seasons with 30 or more touchdowns.   
 
MOST SEASONS WITH 30-PLUS TOUCHDOWN PASSES 
Brett Favre 9 
Peyton Manning 7 
Drew Brees 5 
Dan Marino 4 
Tom Brady 4 
Kurt Warner 3 
Aaron Rodgers 3 
 
BRADY REACHES 30 TOUCHDOWNS FOR THE THIRD STRAIGHT SEASON  
Brady reached 30 touchdowns and become the third quarterback in NFL history with at least three or 
more consecutive seasons with 30 or more touchdowns.   
 
THREE OR MORE CONSECUTIVE 30 TOUCHDOWN SEASONS 
Brett Favre  5 (1994-98) 
Drew Brees  5 (2008-2012) 
Dan Marino  3 (1984-86) 
Tom Brady  3 (2010-2012) 
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PATRIOTS SCORE ON THE GROUND 
After scoring three times on the ground tonight, the Patriots lead the NFL with 23 rushing touchdowns in 
2012. The 23 rushing touchdowns ties the 1981 team and trails just the 1976 team with 24 and the 30 by 
the 1978 team. The last time the Patriots had 25 or more rushing touchdowns in a season was 1978, 
when they scored a franchise-record 30 times on the ground. The NFL record for most rushing 
touchdowns in a season is 36, by Green Bay in 1962. 
 
NFL RECORD FOR MOST TOUCHDOWNS, RUSHING, 
SEASON 
36 Green Bay, 1962 
33 Pittsburgh, 1976 
32 Kansas City, 2003 
32 San Diego, 2006 
 

PATRIOTS RECORD FOR MOST RUSHING 
TOUCHDOWNS IN A SEASON 
30 1978 
24 1976 
23 1981, 2012 
 

 
WELKER EXTENDS STREAK TO 108 CONSECUTIVE GAMES WITH AT LEAST ONE RECEPTION 
Wes Welker extended his streak to 108 straight regular season games with at least one reception, 
including his time with the Miami Dolphins. He has a streak of 91 straight regular-season games with at 
least one reception as a member of the Patriots to extend his franchise record. Welker has caught at 
least one pass in each of his 98 games with the Patriots, including seven postseason games. The last 
time that Welker did not catch a pass in a game was December 24, 2005 when he was with Miami. He is 
one of 39 NFL players to have a streak of at least 100 games with one reception.  
 
BRADY SETS CAREER HIGH WITH HIS FOURTH RUSHING TOUCHDOWN OF THE YEAR 
Tom Brady scored on a fourth down run from the 1-yard line in the fourth quarter for his career-high 
fourth rushing touchdown of the season. His previous best was in 2011 when he had three rushing 
touchdowns. Brady has converted 42 straight fourth-and-1 conversions.  
 
CONSECUTIVE GAMES WITH AT LEAST ONE TOUCHDOWN PASS CONTINUES FOR BRADY 
Tom Brady has now thrown at least one touchdown pass in 46 straight regular season games following a 
5-yard touchdown pass to TE Aaron Hernandez in the fourth quarter. It is the third longest streak, behind 
Drew Brees at 54 and Johnny Unitas (47) (1956-60) and the longest current streak in the NFL. Brady’s 
current streak started when he threw a touchdown pass in all 16 games in 2010 and 2011 and now the 
first nine games of 2012. The old team record was 19 games, also set by Brady.  
 
MICAHEL HOOMANAWANUI HAS CAREER-LONG 41-YARD RECEPTION 
TE Michael Hoomanawanui had a career-long with a 41-yard reception in the third quarter. His previous 
best was a 36-yard reception on Nov. 28, 2010 at Denver when he played for St. Louis 
 
PATRIOTS FORCE TURNOVERS 
With an interception tonight, the Patriots have forced a turnover in 25 straight games, dating back to 
2011 and including the first 14 games of 2012. Against San Francisco, S Steve Gregory forced TE Delanie 
Walker to fumble deep in New England territory in the first quarter anf the ball was recovered by CB Aqib 
Talib. The last team to have at least one forced turnover in all 16 regular season games was the 2010 
Atlanta Falcons. The streak of 25 straight games with a turnover is the longest streak for the Patriots 
since going 30 straight games with at least one takeaway from 1986 to 1988. 
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BELICHICK HAS MOST POINTS PER GAME IN NFL HISTORY 
In Bill Belichick’s head coaching career, his teams have scored an average of 24.6 points per game. Such 
a total is the highest in NFL history among head coaches who have coached 200 or more games as a 
head coach. 
MOST POINTS PER GAME / NFL HISTORY 
Minimum 200 Games as Head Coach 
Coach Gms Pts PPG Teams 
Bill Belichick 286 7038 24.6 1991-95 (CLE), 2000-12 (NE) 
Don Shula 490 11571 23.6 1963-69 (BAL), 1970-95 (MIA) 
Tom Landry 418 9869 23.6 1960-88 (DAL) 
Sid Gillman 228 5381 23.6 1955-59 (Rams), 1960-69 (LA/SD), 1971 (SD), 1973-74 (HOU) 
 
LOSS BREAKS STRING OF 21 STRAIGHT SECOND-HALF WINS 
The Patriots are now 5-1 in the second half of the 2012 regular season (games 9-16). Tonight’s loss 
broke a string of 21 straight second-half wins for the Patriots. In both 2010 and 2011, the Patriots were 
8-0 in the second half of the regular season. The last time the Patriots lost a game in the second half of 
the regular season was in the 2009 regular-season finale, a 34-27 loss at Houston on Jan. 3, 2010.  
 
PATRIOTS LOSE HOME GAME IN DECEMBER FOR FIRST TIME IN NEARLY 10 YEARS 
The Patriots lost a December game at Gillette Stadium for just the second time since the facility opened 
in 2002. The Patriots are now 21-2 at home in December in the NFL since Gillette Stadium opened in 
2002. Prior to tonight’s game, the Patriots had won 20 straight at home in December. The only other 
time the Patriots have lost a game at Gillette Stadium in December was a 30-17 defeat to the New York 
Jets on Dec. 22, 2002.  
 
PATRIOTS GO OVER 30 POINTS FOR 10TH TIME IN 2012; PATRIOTS TIED NFL RECORD FOR 
MOST 30-POINT GAMES IN A SINGLE SEASON IN 2011 
The New England Patriots scored 34 points tonight for their 10th game in 2012 with 30 or more points. 
The Patriots scored 30 points 12 times in 2011 to tie the NFL record for most 30-point games in a single 
season. The 2007 Patriots and the 1999 St. Louis Rams also had 12 30 point games. The NFL record for 
most consecutive 30-point games in a single season is eight by the 2007 and 2010 Patriots and the 2000 
St. Louis Rams. 
 
BRADY HAS HIS 53RD 300-YARD GAME TO PAST KURT WARNER FOR FIFTH PLACE FOR 
MOST 300-YARD GAMES 
Tom Brady had his 53rd career 300-yard game after finishing with 443 yards against the 49ers to move 
out of a tie with Kurt Warner for fifth place all-time with 53 career 300-yard gamesy.  
 
MOST 300-YARD PASSING GAMES IN NFL HISTORY’ 
Peyton Manning  70 
Drew Brees  65 
Dan Marino  63 
Brett Favre  62 
Tom Brady  53 
Kurt Warner  52 
Dan Fouts   51 
Warren Moon  49 
Joe Montana  39 
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BRADY HAS EIGHTH 300-YARD GAME OF THE SEASON 
Brady had his eighth 300-yard game of the 2012 season with443 yards against the 49ers. In 2011, Brady 
had a personal best 11 300 yard games. The NFL record for most 300-yard games in a season is 13 by 
Drew Brees (2011). 
 
MOST 300-YARD PASSING GAMES IN A SEASON 
13 Drew Brees, New Orleans, 2011 
11 Tom Brady, Patriots, 2011 
10 Rich Gannon, Oakland, 2002 
10 Drew Brees, New Orleans, 2008 
9 Dan Marino, Miami, 1984 
9 Warren Moon, Houston, 1990 
9 Kurt Warner, St. Louis, 1999 
9 Kurt Warner, St. Louis, 2001 
9 Peyton Manning, Indianapolis, 2009 
9 Matt Schaub, Houston, 2009 
 
PATRIOTS OFFENSE ON PACE TO SET THE NFL RECORD FOR FIRST DOWNS IN A SEASON 
The Patriots have 393 first downs through 11 games this season, giving them an average of 28 per game 
and a pace to finish the year with 449, which would smash the NFL record of 416 total first downs by 
New Orleans in 2011. The Patriots’ 399 first downs in 2011 are second all-time in NFL history.   
 
NFL RECORD FOR MOST FIRST DOWNS IN A SEASON 
416  New Orleans in 2011 
399 New England in 2011 
398 Kansas City in 2004 


